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Adolescents: A Literature Review

'Shampa Goswami ?Ankita Deshmukh

In the digital age, the proliferation of smart phones among adolescents has raised significant concerns
regarding their potential impact on mental health. This literature review critically examines the existing
body of research to assess the relationship between smart phone addiction and the mental health of
adolescents. The review explores both positive and negative effects, shedding light on the multifaceted
nature of this issue. While smart phones offer avenues for information access and social connection,
they also pose risks of addiction and adverse mental health outcomes. The primary objective is to
systematically analyze the existing literature on the effect of smartphones on the mental health of
adolescents and understand the potential effects. Methodologically, the researcher conducted a
systematic literature review utilizing electronic databases like “PubMed, Google Scholar, Scopus,
Psycinfo, and Research Gate, employing search terms such as “smartphone addiction, psychological
effects, adolescents, and students.” Most of the studies analyzed were cross-sectional and focused on
psychological health outcomes. Common findings revealed anxiety, loneliness, and depression as
prevalent mediators of mental health issues. In conclusion, our findings affirm a positive relationship
between smartphone addiction and mental health problems. There is a pressing need for widespread
public awareness campaigns addressing smartphone addiction and its adverse effects on mental health.
Furthermore, to comprehensively understand the implications of smartphone addiction, additional

research, particularly randomized controlled trials, is imperative.

Keywords Adolescents, Smart phone Addiction, Mental Health, Literature Review, Assessment

Introduction

The modern era is not only limited to the addiction
to drugs and alcohol but also to technology like
smartphones. A smartphone is a cellular mobile device
that is designed to provide more comfort to humans
with modern technology like touch screens, internet
access, operating systems, web browsing, downloading
apps, etc. It is like a pocket computer, which is easily
accessible and can be carried everywhere, resulting in
more and more usage of smartphones.

The advent of smart phones in the 21st century has
ushered in an era of unprecedented connectivity and
convenience. These pocket-sized devices have
seamlessly integrated into our daily lives, offering a
multitude of functionalities that extend far beyond their
original purpose of making phone calls. For adolescents,
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in particular, smart phones have become ubiquitous
companions, serving as communication tools, sources
of information, and platforms for entertainment.
According to recent statistics, the global smart phone
penetration rate among teenagers is nearing 90%,
highlighting the profound impact of this technology on
the younger generation (Pew Research Center, 2021).
However, as smart phones have embedded themselves
into the fabric of adolescent life, concerns have
emerged about their potential effects on mental health
(Babadi et al., 2014). In this digital age, adolescents
are experiencing a unique set of challenges and
opportunities (Wang et al., 2016). While smart phones
offer unparalleled access to information, social
networks, and entertainment, they also present a double-
edged sword (Qi, 2019). Excessive use of smart
phones, often characterized as “problematic” or
“addictive,” has been associated with a range of mental
health concerns (Twenge & Campbell, 2018). These
may include heightened levels of anxiety, depression,
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sleep disturbances, and a diminished sense of overall
well-being (Nikolic et al., 2023). On the flip side, smart
phones can also provide a lifeline for adolescents dealing
with mental health issues, offering access to support
networks, therapeutic resources, and coping
mechanisms (Stanner, 2003).
Significance of the study

It is essential, given the proliferation of smartphones
and the impact they have on society, to investigate the
impact these devices have on the mental health of
young people. Understanding the impact that
smartphones have during the formative years of
adolescence is key. Adolescence is a crucial time for
growth. In this day and age, it is of the utmost
importance to do research into the effects that using
smart phones have on the mental health of adolescents.
Understanding the consequences of smart phones is
vital, given how deeply embedded they are in the lives
of young people. Because excessive usage of smart
phones has been related to the development of potential
mental health problems, the psychological well-being
and development of adolescents are at risk. By
addressing these concerns, we may build techniques
to promote positive smartphone use while mitigating
the possible negative impacts of smartphone use.
Objective

To review the existing literature on the effect of
Smartphone on the mental health of adolescents and
understand the potential effects.
Methodology of the study

A systematic literature review was conducted using
electronic databases such as PubMed, Google Scholar,
Scopus, PsycInfo, and Research Gate. The search
terms employed were “Smartphone
addiction,psychological effects, adolescents, and
students.” The abstracts of relevant papers were
assessed to identify appropriate literature
reviews.Inclusion criteria involved selecting peer-
reviewed articles published in the last 11 years, written
in English, and focusing on adolescents (ages 12-18)
regarding smartphone addiction. Exclusion criteria
encompassed studies not related to adolescents, non-
English articles, and those without empirical data.
Relevant Studies

A significant portion of the 323 million active internet
users in urban India in 2020, according to a survey by
the Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI)
(IAMALI, 2020), were teenagers. The adoption of
smartphones among Indian adolescents has increased
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significantly, with research indicating that 80% of urban
Indian teenagers between the ages of 12 and 18 own a
smartphone (Bhandari et al., 2021). A study published
in the Indian Journal of Psychiatry found that excessive
smartphone use was associated with higher levels of
anxiety, depression, and stress among Indian
adolescents (Wacks et al., 2021). Another study
conducted in India revealed that excessive smartphone
use among adolescents was linked to sleep
disturbances, reduced academic performance, and an
increased risk of addictive behaviors (Kulkarni et al.,
2019). Indian adolescents’ smartphone usage patterns
indicate that social media platforms such as WhatsApp,
Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok are popular among
this population (Atske, 2022). The influence of peers,
social comparison, and the need for social acceptance
play a significant role in Indian adolescents’ smartphone
use and online interactions (Wang et al., 2016).
According to a study published in the journal Pediatrics,
95% of American adolescents aged 13 to 17 have
access to a smart phone, and 45% report being online
“almost constantly.” The adoption of smart phones
among adolescents has increased rapidly over the past
decade, with the Pew Research Center reporting that
95% of teens in the United States now have access to
a smart phone (Anderson, 2018). Research suggests
that adolescents spend an average of 7 to 9 hours per
day using screens, including smart phones, for
entertainment, communication, and social media (News,
2023). Increased screen time, including smart phone
use, was associated with a higher risk of depressive
symptoms among adolescents (Boers etal., 2019). The
use of smart phones and social media during
adolescence has been linked to concerns related to
body esteem and the development of unrealistic beauty
standards (Yang et al., 2020). Extensive use of smart
devices is linked to addiction in secondary and high
school students. The amount of stress, anxiety, and
depression experienced varies based on the hours spent
using these devices (Buabbas et al., 2021). Smartphone
addiction, social anxiety, and loneliness are positively
correlated. If social anxiety and loneliness are identified
at an early stage, utilizing smartphones throughout the
day can offer valuable solutions for individuals lacking
social interaction opportunities in their everyday
routines. (Gao et al., 2016). The significance of parental
roles in preventing excessive smartphone use in
adolescents cannot be overstated. Parents must
establish a balanced family atmosphere by refraining
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from excessive smartphone use themselves and
demonstrating proper smartphone usage (Son et al.,
2021). Smartphones can truly be intelligent tools if
vendors, society, and technologists acknowledge their
responsibility in promoting smart usage of these
devices. This approach can yield greater benefits in
business, education, healthcare, and social interactions
(Sarwar & Soomro 2013). These studies collectively
illuminate the evolving landscape of adolescent
smartphone usage, underscoring its societal implications
and the urgent need for informed interventions.
Assessment of Smart phone Addiction

The prevalence of smart phones and internet usage
among adolescents in both India and the United States
has seen a substantial increase in recent years. In India,
millions of adolescents own smart phones, and research
indicates that excessive smart phone use is associated
with various negative outcomes, including anxiety,
depression, sleep disturbances, reduced academic
performance, and an increased risk of addictive
behaviors. Peer pressure and the desire for social
acceptance are two factors that have a particularly
large impact on social media platforms among
adolescents in India. Similarly, in the United States,
the vast majority of adolescents have access to smart
phones, and many report being online constantly. This
widespread smart phone adoption has led to increased
screen time, which has been linked to higher risks of
depressive symptoms and body image concerns among
American teenagers. Overall, the pervasive presence
of smart phones among adolescents in both countries
has raised important questions about their impact on
mental health, well-being, and social development.
Understanding these effects and potential mitigating
factors is crucial for addressing the challenges posed
by the digital age.
Positive Effects of Smartphone Use on Mental
Health

Smartphones play a vital role in enhancing various
aspects of adolescents’ mental well-being. They
facilitate increased social connectedness by allowing
adolescents to maintain relationships with friends,
family, and support networks (Boyd,2014).Moreover,
smartphones offer easy access to a diverse array of
mental health resources, ranging from apps to online
support communities and educational materials. These
resources can significantly contribute to adolescents’
emotional well-being. Additionally, smartphones provide
platforms for self-expression and creative outlets,

fostering a sense of accomplishment and contributing
positively to mental health. Furthermore, the instant
access to vast amounts of information and educational
resources empowers adolescents, aiding in their
personal growth and knowledge, which are
fundamental components of mental well-being.
Through communication apps and social media
platforms, adolescents can openly share their emotions,
seek emotional support, and engage in emotional
expression, fostering a sense of connection and
boosting their overall emotional well-being(Vaingankar
et al., 2022).
Negative Effects of Smartphone Use on Mental
Health

Excessive smartphone use poses significant risks
to adolescents’ mental health and well-being. Research
studies have consistently linked heavy smartphone
usage to heightened levels of anxiety and depression,
contributing to increased psychological distress and
symptoms of mental disorders. Additionally, adolescents
frequently exposed to smartphones may face
cyberbullying, harassment, and online conflicts, leading
to negative emotional consequences and diminished
self-esteem. Moreover, extensive smartphone use
often results in reduced face-to-face social interactions,
both with peers and family members, hindering the
development of vital social skills. Furthermore,
continuous distractions from smartphones have been
found to impair concentration, attention span, and
academic performance among adolescents. These
concerns are reinforced by insights from studies like
Kuss and Griffiths’ 2017 research on addiction
behaviors related to social networking, offering
valuable parallels applicable to smartphones.
Understanding these challenges is crucial, especially
in the context of societal shifts detailed in research
(Twenge, Campbell, and Martin’s work 2018), which
sheds light on changes in trust and confidence levels
among American adults and late adolescents, potentially
influencing smartphone usage patterns. Addressing
these issues requires a multifaceted approach to ensure
the healthy integration of smartphones into adolescents’
lives, emphasizing balanced usage and fostering
positive social interactions.
Smartphone Addiction and Problematic Use

Smartphone addiction, also known as problematic
smart phone use or smart phone dependence, refers
to a behavioral addiction characterized by excessive
and compulsive smart phone use. Smartphone addiction
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is a modern-day concern that can manifest through a
variety of signs and symptoms, reflecting its
multifaceted nature. One of the most telling indicators
is excessivescreen time, where individuals spend an
inordinate amount of time on their smart phones, often
to the detriment of other essential activities (Lissak,
2018). They may find themselves compulsively
checking their phones, even when it’s inconvenient or
inappropriate, and may become agitated or anxious
when separated from their device. Neglect of
responsibilities is another common symptom, with
individuals failing to meet academic, professional, or
personal obligations due to their smart phone use. Social
isolation can also be a red flag, as problematic smart
phone users may withdraw from face-to-face
interactions, opting for digital connections instead. This
withdrawal can lead to strained personal relationships
and a diminished sense of real-world engagement.
Physical symptoms can include issues like eye strain,
disrupted sleep patterns, and even aches and pains
related to poor posture during extended smart phone
use (Abi et al., 2020). The psychological toll is
significant as well, with individuals experiencing
symptoms such as anxiety, depression, and feelings of
isolation. In some cases, individuals may resort to their
smart phones as a form of escapism, using apps,
games, or social media as a coping mechanism to
alleviate stress or emotional discomfort (Abi et al.,
2020). A loss of control over smart phone usage is a
hallmark of addiction, where individuals may make
repeated, unsuccessful attempts to curb or quit their
smart phone use (Echeburua et al., 2009). All of these
signs and symptoms underscore the need for a nuanced
understanding of smart phone addiction and highlight
the importance of promoting healthy smart phone habits
and digital well-being in an increasingly connected
world. Top of Form
Impact of Smartphone Addiction on Mental
Health

Smartphone addiction exerts a significant toll on
mental health, manifesting in various adverse outcomes.
Research indicates a strong association between
smartphone addiction and heightened levels of anxiety,
depression, and stress, leading to an overall decline in
well-being. Moreover, the excessive use of
smartphones disrupts sleep patterns, contributing to
disturbances and fatigue, which subsequently impairs
cognitive functioning. This lack of restful sleep not only
exacerbates mental health issues but also impacts daily
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performance. Academic and occupational pursuits are
particularly vulnerable, with addiction-induced sleep
disturbances leading to decreased cognitive sharpness
and increased stress levels, consequently diminishing
self-esteem. These findings are supported by numerous
studies in the field, underscoring the critical need to
address smartphone addiction to safeguard mental
health and overall well-being (Abi et al., 2020).
Treatment and Intervention

Effective strategies for addressing smartphone
addiction have emerged through rigorous research.
Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) and mindfulness-
based interventions, as demonstrated in the study by
Duetal. (2010), have shown promise in the treatment
of smartphone addiction, emphasizing the importance
of psychological interventions in combating this modern
challenge. Additionally, Abi et al. (2020) have
highlighted the significance of developing healthier
coping mechanisms, establishing clear boundaries on
smartphone usage, and actively engaging in alternative
activities. These steps are pivotal in reshaping behavior
patterns and encouraging a balanced approach to
smartphone usage. Furthermore, raising awareness and
promoting digital well-being are essential components
of combating smartphone addiction. Twenge’s (2018)
work emphasized the necessity of education that not
only identifies the signs and risks associated with
smartphone addiction but also delves into the
consequences, thereby fostering a deeper understanding
among individuals and communities. By integrating
these multifaceted approaches, societies can navigate
the digital landscape more mindfully and establish
healthier relationships with smartphones.
Recommendations for Healthy Smartphone Use

Implementing comprehensive strategies is essential
to promoting healthy smartphone use among individuals,
especially adolescents. Setting limits on screen time is
a foundational step, ensuring that excessive use is
curtailed (Twenge, 2018). Promoting digital literacy and
responsible use empowers users to navigate the online
world critically and ethically (Manvi, 2023).
Encouraging physical activity and outdoor time not only
reduces screen time but also enhances overall well-
being (Kiraly et al., 2020). Prioritizing face-to-face
social interactions fosters meaningful connections,
reducing reliance on digital communication channels
(Primack et al., 2017). Creating tech-free zones and
designated times in homes and schools establishes
boundaries, encouraging a healthier balance (Lemola
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et al., 2015). Modeling healthy smartphone use by
parents, teachers, and peers sets crucial examples for
younger individuals (Livingstone, Haddon, Gorzig, &
Olafsson, 2011). Staying informed about apps and
privacy settings ensures a secure digital environment
(Moreno et al., 2018). Encouraging mindful use and
digital breaks promotes awareness, allowing users to
take conscious breaks from smartphone interactions
(Lanaj, Johnson, & Barnes, 2014). By integrating these
measures, communities can create an environment that
supports responsible and mindful smartphone usage
among adolescents.
Conclusion

In conclusion, the effect of smartphones on the
mental health of adolescents is a topic of significant

importance in today’s digital age. While smartphones
offer benefits such as increased social connectivity,
access to resources, and self-expression, they also pose
challenges, including potential negative effects such
as excessive use, cyberbullying, social comparison, and
decreased face-to-face interactions. To promote
healthy smart phone use, it is essential to set limits,
foster digital literacy, encourage offline activities,
maintain open communication, and create tech-free
zones. By understanding and addressing these factors,
we can support the well-being of adolescents in the
digital era and ensure a balanced and mindful
relationship with smartphones. Further research is
needed to stay updated and develop effective
interventions.
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